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Building Valuation 
 
Building permit fee amounts are based on project valuation.  The City of Walnut Creek published Fees and Charges has the 
following definition: 
 
A. Building Valuation Defined 

Building valuation shall be based on the higher of 1) the applicant's estimated valuation or 2) the most current Building 
Valuation as printed and published by the International Code Council and adjusted using the most current City Cost Index as 
printed and published by R.S. Means Building Construction Cost Data, or as shown on the "Building Valuation Supplement" 
for items not covered in the International Code Council Building Valuation Data. 
 
The minimum valuation calculated in accordance with the City’s fee schedule is to ensure a minimum fee level for the City’s 
services.  This valuation is used only to determine our fees, which reflect our costs to provide the services.  The permit and 
plan review fees cover administering, reviewing and inspecting all code-regulated items in the project.   
 
Please consider that when a bid is lower than the calculated valuation, the actual bid does not affect the amount of code items 
the City is required to regulate. 
 

 
B. Building Valuation Supplement  
   1. Residential garage conversions per sq.ft.  $65.00 
   2. Concrete or concrete block retaining walls per sq.ft. (includes footing)  $10.00 
   3. Wood retaining wall per sq.ft.  $5.00 
   4. Residential remodel (no increase in floor area) per sq.ft.  $50.00 
   5. Residential kitchen remodel per sq.ft.  $150.00 
   6. Patio cover per sq.ft.  $15.00 
       (add for enclosure) per sq.ft.  $15.00 
   7. Deck per sq.ft.  $15.00 

 
Items of construction that are not pertinent to plan review and inspection functions of the Building Division may be reasonably 
excluded from valuation.  Examples of this include wall and floor finishes (if not regulated by building code fire resistivity, 
green building code or disabled access provisions), decorative window treatments and the like.  The cost of package equipment 
where internal parts are not inspected is excluded from valuation, however the labor and materials cost of installation (for 
example electrical hook-up and mechanical anchorage) is included in the valuation. 
 
Note the valuation does not include architectural design fees or contractor mobilization cost. 
 
Note the valuation does not include costs of site development items external to a building envelope. 
 
Some projects may require a discussion of valuation due to the special nature or complexity of the project.  Questions about 
project valuation should be first directed to the plan reviewer.  If questions remain it is the Plan Cheek Engineer’s responsibility 
to establish a project valuation. 
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 International Code Council 
Building Valuation Data – February 2024 

 
Square Foot Construction Costs a, b, c, d 

 

 
 
 
 

Multiply by 
2024 R.S. Means 
City Cost Index 

(= 1.196) 
 


