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Prohousing Designation Program Application Package Instructions

The applicant is applying for a Prohousing Designation under the Prohousing Designation Program (“Prohousing” or “Program”), which is administered by the Department of Housing and Community Development (“Department”) pursuant to Government Code section 65589.9.

The Program creates incentives for Jurisdictions that are compliant with State Housing Element Law and that have enacted Prohousing Policies. These incentives will take the form of additional points or other preference in the scoring of applications for competitive housing and infrastructure programs. The administrators of each such program will determine the value and form of the preference.

In order to be considered for a Prohousing Designation, the applicant must accurately complete all sections of this application, including any relevant appendices. The Department reserves the right to request additional clarifying information from the applicant.

This application is subject to Government Code section 65589.9 and to the regulations (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 25, § 6600 et seq.) adopted by the Department in promulgation thereof (“Regulations”). All capitalized terms in this application shall have the meanings set forth in the Regulations.

All applicants must submit a complete, signed application package to the Department, in electronic format, in order to be considered for a Prohousing Designation. Please direct electronic copies of the completed application package to the following email address: ProhousingPolicies@hcd.ca.gov.

A complete application will include all items identified in the Application Checklist. 

In relation to Appendix 1, the Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program, please use strikethrough and underline if proposing any modifications to the text of the Resolution. Please be aware, any sustentative deviations from the Formal Resolution may result in an incomplete application and will likely be subject to additional internal review and potential delays. 

Appendix 2, the Proposed Policy Completion Schedule, applies only if an application includes proposed policies.

Appendix 3, Project Proposal Scoring Sheet and Sample Project Proposal Scoring Sheet, includes a blank template to be completed by the applicant as part of the application, as well as a Sample Project Proposal Scoring Sheet with an example of how this template may be completed. 

Appendix 4 lists examples of Prohousing Policies with enhancement factors to aid applicants in understanding how enhancement factors may be applied. 

Appendix 5 is where the applicant will include any additional information and supporting documentation for the application.

If you have questions regarding this application or the Program, or if you require technical assistance in preparing this application, please email ProhousingPolicies@hcd.ca.gov. 

Application Checklist

	
	Yes
	No

	Application Information
	☒	☐
	Certification and Acknowledgement
	☒	☐
	The Legislative Information form is completed.
	☒	☐
	The Threshold Requirements Checklist is completed. 
	☒	☐
	A duly adopted and certified Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program is included in the application package.
(See Appendix 1 for the Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program form.)
	☒	☐
	If applicable, the Proposed Policy Completion Schedule is completed. (See Appendix 2.)
	☒	☐
	The Project Proposal Scoring Sheet is completed. (See Appendix 3 for the Project Proposal Scoring Sheet and the Sample Project Proposal Scoring Sheet.)
	☒	☐
	Additional information and supporting documentation (Applicant to provide as Appendix 5)
	☒	☐



Application Information

	Applicant (Jurisdiction): 
	City of Walnut Creek

	Applicant Mailing Address:
	1666 N. Main St

	City: 
	Walnut Creek

	ZIP Code: 
	94596

	Website: 
	https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/

	Authorized Representative Name
	Dan Buckshi

	Authorized Representative Title: 
	City Manager

	Phone: 
	(925) 943-5826

	Email: 
	buckshi@walnut-creek.org

	Contact Person Name: 
	Jennifer Llamas

	Contact Person Title: 
	Housing Analyst

	Phone: 
	(925) 943-5899 x2205

	Email: 
	llamas@walnut-creek.org

	Proposed Total Score (Based on Appendix 3): 
	55



CERTIFICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

As authorized by the Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program (Resolution No.      ), which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference as if set forth in full, I hereby submit this full and complete application on behalf of the applicant.

I certify that all information and representations set forth in this application are true and correct.

I further certify that any proposed Prohousing Policy identified herein will be enacted within two (2) years of the date of this application submittal.

I acknowledge that this application constitutes a public record under the California Public Records Act (Gov. Code, § 6250 et seq.) and is therefore subject to public disclosure by the Department.



Signature: __________________________________________



Name and Title: ______________________________________



Date: _______________________________________________

Legislative Information

	District
	Number
	Legislators Name(s)

	
State
Assembly
District

	16
	Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

	
State
Senate
District

	7
	Senator Steven M. Glazer



Applicants can find their respective State Senate representatives at https://www.senate.ca.gov/, and their respective State Assembly representatives at https://www.assembly.ca.gov/

Threshold Requirements Checklist

The applicant meets the following threshold requirements in accordance with Section 6604 of the Regulations:

	
	Yes
	No

	The applicant is a Jurisdiction.
	☒	☐
	The applicant has adopted a Compliant Housing Element.
	☒	☐
	The applicant has submitted or will submit a legally sufficient Annual Progress Report prior to designation.
	☒	☐
	The applicant has completed or agrees to complete, on or before the relevant statutory deadlines, any rezone program or zoning that is necessary to remain in compliance with Government Code sections 65583, subdivision (c)(1), and 65584.09, subdivision (a), and with California Coastal Commission certification where appropriate.
	☒	☐
	The applicant is in compliance, at the time of the application, with applicable state housing law, including, but not limited to those included in Government Section 65585, subdivision (j); laws relating to the imposition of school facilities fees or other requirements (Gov. Code, § 65995 et seq.); Least Cost Zoning Law (Gov. Code, § 65913.1); Permit Streamlining Act (Gov. Code, § 65920 et seq.); and provisions relating to timeliness of CEQA processing by local governments in Public Resources Code sections 21080.1, 21080.2, and 21151.5(a).
	☒	☐
	The applicant further acknowledges and confirms that its treatment of homeless encampments on public property complies with and will continue to comply with the constitutional rights of persons experiencing homelessness and that it has submitted a one-page summary to the Department demonstrating how the applicant has enacted best practices in their jurisdiction related to the treatment of unhoused individuals camping on public property, consistent with United States Interagency Council on Homelessness’ “7 Principles for Addressing Encampments,” (June 17, 2022 update), hereby incorporated by reference.
	☒	☐

	The applicant has duly adopted and certified, by the applicant’s governing body, a Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program, which is hereby incorporated by reference. (A true and correct copy of the resolution is included in this application package.)
	☒	☐
	The applicant demonstrates that they engaged in a diligent public participation process that included outreach to engage all segments of the community and submit documentation of comments received during this process.
	☒	☐



Project Proposal
Category 1: Favorable Zoning and Land Use

	Category
	Prohousing Policy Description
	Points

	1A
	Sufficient sites, including rezoning, to accommodate 150 percent or greater of the current or draft RHNA, whichever is greater, by total and income category. These additional sites must be identified in the Jurisdiction’s housing element adequate sites inventory, consistent with Government Code section 65583, subdivisions (a)(3) and (c)(1).
	3

	1B
	Permitting missing middle housing uses (e.g., duplexes, triplexes, and fourplexes) by right in existing low-density, single-family residential zones in a manner that exceeds the requirements of SB 9 (Chapter 162, Statutes of 2021, Gov. Code, §§ 65852.21, 66411.7).
	3

	1C
	Sufficient sites, including rezoning, to accommodate 125 to 149 percent of the current or draft RHNA, whichever is greater, by total and income category. These points shall not be awarded if the applicant earns three points pursuant to Category (1)(A) above. These additional sites must be identified in the Jurisdiction’s housing element adequate sites inventory, consistent with Government Code section 65583, subdivisions (a)(3) and (c)(1).
	2

	1D
	Density bonus programs that allow additional density for additional affordability beyond minimum statutory requirements (Gov. Code, § 65915 et seq.).
	2

	1E
	Increasing allowable density in low-density, single-family residential areas beyond the requirements of state Accessory Dwelling Unit Law, (Gov. Code,  §§ 65852.2, 65852.22) (e.g., permitting more than one converted ADU; one detached, new construction ADU; and one JADU per single-family lot), and in a manner that exceeds the requirements of SB 9 (Chapter 192, Statutes of 2021, Gov. Code, §§ 65852.21, 66411.7). These policies shall be separate from any qualifying policies under Category (1)(B). 
	2

	1F
	Eliminating minimum parking requirements for residential development as authorized by Government Code section 65852.2; adopting vehicular parking ratios that are less than the relevant ratio thresholds at subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of Gov. Code section 65915, subdivision (p)(1); or adopting maximum parking requirements at or less than ratios pursuant to Gov. Code section 65915, subdivision (p).
	2

	1G
	Zoning or incentives that are designed to increase affordable housing development in a range of types, including, but not limited to, large family units, Supportive Housing, housing for transition age foster youth, and deep affordability targeted for Extremely Low-Income Households in all parts of the Jurisdiction, with at least some of the zoning, other land use designation methods, or incentives being designed to increase affordable housing development in higher resource areas shown in the TCAC/HCD Opportunity Map, and with the Jurisdiction having confirmed that it considered and addressed potential environmental justice issues in adopting and implementing this policy, especially in areas with existing industrial and polluting uses.
	2

	1H
	Zoning or other land use designation methods to allow for residential or mixed uses in one or more non-residential zones (e.g., commercial, light industrial). Qualifying non-residential zones do not include open space or substantially similar zones.
	1

	1I
	Modification of development standards and other applicable zoning provisions or land use designation methods to promote greater development intensity. Potential areas of focus include floor area ratio, height limits, minimum lot or unit sizes, setbacks, and allowable dwelling units per acre. These policies must be separate from any qualifying policies under Category (1)(B) above.
	1

	1J
	Establishment of a Workforce Housing Opportunity Zone, as defined in Government Code section 65620, or a Housing Sustainability District, as defined in Government Code section 66200.
	1

	1K
	Establishment of an inclusionary housing program requiring new developments to include housing affordable to and reserved for low- and very low-income households, consistent with the requirements of AB 1505 (Chapter 376, Statutes of 2017, Gov. Code, § 65850.01).
	1

	1L
	Other zoning and land use actions not described in Categories (A)-(K) of this section that measurably support the Acceleration of Housing Production.
	1















Project Proposal
Category 2: Acceleration of Housing Production Timeframes

	Category
	Prohousing Policy Description
	Points

	2A
	Establishment of ministerial approval processes for multiple housing types, including, for example, single-family, multifamily and mixed-use housing.
	3

	2B
	Acceleration of Housing Production through the establishment of streamlined, program-level CEQA analysis and certification of general plans, community plans, specific plans with accompanying Environmental Impact Reports (EIR), and related documents.
	2

	2C
	Documented practice of streamlining housing development at the project level, such as by enabling a by-right approval process or by utilizing statutory and categorical exemptions as authorized by applicable law, (e.g., Pub. Resources Code, §§ 21155.1, 21155.4, 21159.24, 21159.25; Gov. Code, § 65457; Cal Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 15303, 15332; Pub. Resources Code, §§ 21094.5, 21099, 21155.2, 21159.28).
	2

	2D
	Establishment of permitting processes that take less than four months to complete. Policies under this category must address all approvals necessary to issue building permits.
	2

	2E
	Absence or elimination of public hearings for projects consistent with zoning and the general plan.
	2

	2F
	Priority permit processing or reduced plan check times for homes affordable to Lower-Income Households.
	1

	2G
	Establishment of consolidated or streamlined permit processes that minimize the levels of review and approval required for projects, and that are consistent with zoning regulations and the general plan.
	1

	2H
	Absence, elimination, or replacement of subjective development and design standards with objective development and design standards that simplify zoning clearance and improve approval certainty and timing.
	1

	2I
	Establishment of one-stop-shop permitting processes or a single point of contact where entitlements are coordinated across city approval functions (e.g., planning, public works, building) from entitlement application to certificate of occupancy.
	1

	2J
	Priority permit processing or reduced plan check times for ADUs/JADUs or multifamily housing.
	1

	2K
	Establishment of a standardized application form for all entitlement applications.
	1

	2L
	Documented practice of publicly posting status updates on project permit approvals on the internet.
	1

	2M
	Limitation on the total number of hearings for any project to three or fewer. Applicants that accrue points pursuant to category (2)(E) are not eligible for points under this category.
	1

	2N
	Other policies not described in Categories (2)(A)-(M) of this section that quantifiably decrease production timeframes or promote the streamlining of approval processes.
	1















































Project Proposal
Category 3: Reduction of Construction and Development Costs

	Category
	Prohousing Policy Description
	Points

	3A
	Waiver or significant reduction of development impact fees for residential development with units affordable to Lower-Income Households. This provision does not include fees associated with the provision of housing affordable to Lower-Income Households (e.g., inclusionary in lieu fees, affordable housing impact fees, and commercial linkage fees).
	3

	3B
	Adoption of policies that result in less restrictive requirements than Government Code sections 65852.2 and 65852.22 to reduce barriers for property owners to create ADUs/JADUs. Examples of qualifying policies include, but are not limited to, development standards improvements, permit processing improvements, dedicated ADU/JADU staff, technical assistance programs, and pre-approved ADU/JADU design packages.
	2

	3C
	Adoption of other fee reduction strategies separate from Category (3)(A), including fee deferrals and reduced fees for housing for persons with special needs. This provision does not include fees associated with the provision of housing affordable to Lower-Income Households (e.g., inclusionary in lieu fees, affordable impact fees and commercial linkage fees).
	1

	3D
	Accelerating innovative housing production through innovative housing types (e.g., manufactured homes, recreational vehicles, park models, community ownership, and other forms of social housing) that reduce development costs.
	1

	3E
	Measures that reduce costs for transportation-related infrastructure or programs that encourage active modes of transportation or other alternatives to automobiles. Qualifying policies include, but are not limited to, publicly funded programs to expand sidewalks or protect bike/micro-mobility lanes, creation of on-street parking for bikes, transit-related improvements, or establishment of carshare programs.
	1

	3F
	Adoption of universal design ordinances pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 17959.
	1

	3G
	Establishment of pre-approved or prototype plans for missing middle housing types (e.g., duplexes, triplexes, and fourplexes) in low-density, single-family residential areas.
	1

	3H
	Adoption of ordinances that reduce barriers, beyond existing law, for the development of housing affordable to Lower-Income Households.
	1

	3I
	Other policies not described in Categories (3)(A)-(H) of this section that quantifiably reduce construction or development costs.
	1



Project Proposal
Category 4: Providing Financial Subsidies

	Category
	Prohousing Policy Description
	Points

	4A
	Establishment of a housing fund or contribution of funds towards affordable housing through proceeds from approved ballot measures.
	2

	4B
	Establishment of local housing trust funds or collaboration on a regional housing trust fund, which include the Jurisdiction’s own funding contributions. The Jurisdiction must contribute to the local or regional housing trust fund regularly and significantly. For the purposes of this Category, “regularly” shall be defined as at least annually, and “significant” contributions shall be determined based on the impact the contributions have in accelerating the production of affordable housing.
	2

	4C
	Demonstration of regular use or planned regular use of funding (e.g., federal, state, or local) for preserving assisted units at-risk of conversion to market rate uses and conversion of market rate uses to units with affordability restrictions (e.g., acquisition/rehabilitation). For the purposes of this category, “regular use” can be demonstrated through the number of units preserved annually by utilizing this funding source.
	2

	4D
	Provide grants or low-interest loans for ADU/JADU construction affordable to Lower- and Moderate-Income Households.
	2

	4E
	A comprehensive program that complies with the Surplus Land Act (Gov. Code, § 54220 et seq.) and that makes publicly owned land available for affordable housing, or for multifamily housing projects with the highest feasible percentage of units affordable to Lower Income Households. A qualifying program may utilize mechanisms such as land donations, land sales with significant write-downs, or below-market land leases.
	2

	4F
	Establishment of an Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District or similar local financing tool that, to the extent feasible, directly supports housing developments in an area where at least 20 percent of the residences will be affordable to Lower-Income Households.
	2

	4G
	Prioritization of local general funds to accelerate the production of housing affordable to Lower-Income Households.
	2

	4H
	Directed residual redevelopment funds to accelerate the production of affordable housing.
	1

	4I
	Development and regular (at least biennial) use of a housing subsidy pool, local or regional trust fund, or other similar funding source sufficient to facilitate and support the development of housing affordable to Lower-Income Households.
	1

	4J
	Prioritization of local general funds for affordable housing. This point shall not be awarded if the applicant earns two points pursuant to Category (4)(G).
	1

	4K
	Providing operating subsidies for permanent Supportive Housing.
	1

	4L
	Providing subsidies for housing affordable to Extremely Low-Income Households.
	1

	4M
	Other policies not described in Categories (4)(A)-(L) of this section that quantifiably promote, develop, or leverage financial resources for housing affordable to Lower-Income Households.
	1

























Project Proposal
[bookmark: _Hlk67133555]Enhancement Factors

The Department shall utilize enhancement factors to increase the point scores of Prohousing Policies. An individual Prohousing Policy may not use more than one enhancement factor. Each Prohousing Policy will receive extra points for enhancement factors in accordance with the chart below.

	Category
	Prohousing Policy Description
	Points

	1
	The policy represents one element of a unified, multi-faceted strategy to promote multiple planning objectives, such as efficient land use, access to public transportation, housing affordable to Lower-Income Households, climate change solutions, and/or hazard mitigation.
	2

	2
	Policies that promote development consistent with the state planning priorities pursuant to Government Code section 65041.1.
	1

	3
	Policies that diversify planning and target community and economic development investments (housing and non-housing) toward place-based strategies for community revitalization and equitable quality of life in lower opportunity areas. Such areas include, but are not limited to, Low Resource and High Segregation & Poverty areas designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps, and disadvantaged communities pursuant to Health and Safety Code sections 39711 and 39715 (California Senate Bill 535 (2012).
	1

	4
	Policies that go beyond state law requirements in reducing displacement of Lower-Income Households and conserving existing housing stock that is affordable to Lower-Income Households.
	1

	5
	Rezoning and other policies that support intensification of residential development in Location Efficient Communities.
	1

	6
	Rezoning and other policies that result in a net gain of housing capacity while concurrently mitigating development impacts on or from Environmentally Sensitive or Hazardous Areas.
	1

	7
	Zoning policies, including inclusionary housing policies, that increase housing choices and affordability, particularly for Lower-Income Households, in High Resource and Highest Resource areas, as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps.
	1

	8
	Other policies that involve meaningful actions towards Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing outside of those required pursuant to Government Code sections 65583, subdivision (c)(10), and 8899.50, including, but not limited to, outreach campaigns, updated zoning codes, and expanded access to financing support.
	1


	
	




Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program
(New 01/24)
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Hlk67136914]Project Proposal Scoring Sheet Instructions

The Department shall validate applicants’ scores based on the extent to which each identified Prohousing Policy contributes to the Acceleration of Housing Production. The Department shall assess applicants’ Prohousing Policies in accordance with statutory requirements and the Regulations.

The Department shall further assess applicants’ Prohousing Policies using the following four scoring categories: Favorable Zoning and Land Use, Acceleration of Housing Production Timeframes, Reduction of Construction and Development Costs, and Providing Financial Subsidies. Applicants shall demonstrate that they have enacted or proposed at least one policy that significantly contributes to the Acceleration of Housing Production in each of the four categories. A Prohousing Designation requires a total score of 30 points or more across all four categories.

Instructions

Please utilize one row of the Scoring Sheet for each Prohousing Policy.

· Category Number: Select the relevant category number from the relevant Project Proposal list in this application. Where appropriate, applicants may utilize a category number more than once.
· Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy: Set forth a brief description of the enacted or proposed Prohousing Policy.
· Enacted or Proposed: Identify the Prohousing Policy as enacted or proposed. For proposed Prohousing Policies, please complete Appendix 2: Proposed Policy Completion Schedule.
· Documentation Type: For enacted Prohousing Policies, identify the relevant documentary evidence (e.g., resolution, zoning code provisions). For proposed Prohousing Policies, identify the documentation which shows that implementation of the policy is pending.  
· Web Links/Electronic Copies: Insert the Web link(s) to the relevant documentation or indicate that electronic copies of the documentation have been attached to this application as Appendix 5.
· Points: Enter the appropriate number of points using the relevant Project Proposal list in this application.
· Enhancement Category Number (optional): If utilizing an enhancement factor for a particular Prohousing Policy, enter the appropriate category number using the relevant Project Proposal list in this application.
· Enhancement Points (optional): If utilizing an enhancement factor for a particular Prohousing Policy, enter the point(s) for that Prohousing Policy.
· Total Points: Add the enhancement point(s) to the Prohousing Policy’s general point score.

	
	
	




	
	
	



Appendix 1: Formal Resolution for the Prohousing Designation Program

Formal Resolution for the PROHOUSING Designation Program

Please see Attachment 2.




	
	
	




	
	
	



Appendix 2: Proposed Policy Completion Schedule

	Category Number
	Concise Written Description of 
Proposed Policy
	Key Milestones and Milestone Dates
	Anticipated Completion Date
	Notes

	1B
	The City will implement a suite of actions to improve housing mobility and affordability within single-family zones and in concentrated areas of affluence, including creating overlay zones that allow duplex, tri-plex or fourplex developments as permitted uses to diversify housing types in single family zones. In addition, the City Will amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow duplexes, triplexes, or fourplexes on larger lots in single-family zones which currently contain nonresidential uses.
	Will bring to City’s internal Housing and Community Development Committee in summer of 2025 for initial feedback and input of policy, and then to City Council in fall of 2025 for approval. 
	December of 2025
	     

	1I
	The City’s current Density Bonus ordinance is undergoing a comprehensive update for state law compliance. 
	Scheduled for May 9, 2024 Planning Commission recommendation to Council, June 4, 2024 1st reading, and June 18, 2024 is the 2nd reading of the ordinance and effective date.
	June 18, 2024
	

	2G
	The City is currently undertaking a multi-pronged update to promote and streamline high-quality housing production. The City is nearing the adoption of both a Residential and Non-Residential set of Objective Design Review Standards + Guidelines; revised, objective residential and non-residential development standards, and a comprehensive overhaul of the City's entitlement process to ensure compliance with State housing laws.
The current Design Review process Manual will be updated, it outlines the process to help guide the public with the Design Review process. 
	Scheduled for March 28, 2024 Planning commission Study Session, March 25, 2024 Planning Commission recommendation to Council, May 21, 2024 City Council adoption, and June 4, 2024 is the 2nd reading of the ordinance and effective date.       
	June 4, 2024
	     

	4M
	The City will evaluate and pursue supportive rental programs for targeted groups, including seniors, persons experiencing homelessness, veterans, extremely low-income households, and persons with disabilities. The City will convene and consult with community-based organizations serving special needs populations for annual or more frequent meetings to discuss and propose potential solutions regarding community housing needs. The City will foster cooperation and coordination between City and said organizations that provide services or information about services to any special needs and linguistically isolated groups. The City will combine meetings with any existing programs to cooperate with community advocates.  Specific areas to be addressed will include providing information on potential sites and communicating with the development community on the City’s goal to provide quality housing affordable to lower- income households.  
	Will bring to City’s internal Housing and Community Development Committee in spring of 2025 for initial feedback and input of proposed rental support policy, and then to City Council in summer of 2025 for approval.
	Fall of 2025
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     












Appendix 3: Project Proposal Scoring Sheet and Sample Project Proposal Scoring Sheet

Project Proposal Scoring Sheet
	Category Number
	Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy 
	Enacted or Proposed
	Documentation Type (e.g., resolution, zoning code)
	Insert Web Links to Documents or Indicate that Electronic Copies are Attached as Appendix 5
	Points
	Enhancement Category Number
	Enhancement Points
	Total Points

	1B
	The City will implement a suite of actions to improve housing
mobility and affordability within single-family zones
and in concentrated areas of affluence, including creating overlay zones that allow duplex, triplex or fourplex developments as permitted uses to diversify housing types in single family zones. In addition, the City Will amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow duplexes, triplexes, or fourplexes on larger lots in single-family zones which currently contain nonresidential uses. The City will bring these items to the City’s internal Housing and Community Development Committee in summer of 2025 for initial feedback and input of policy, and then to City Council in fall of 2025 for approval.
	P
	2023–2031 Housing Element –
Appendix B. Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Analysis
	Housing Element Appendix B: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30892/638418828202330000
*pages B-129 through B-131
	3
	
	
	3

	1D
	The Community Benefits program adopted by the City allows additional density beyond the minimum statutory requirements. The additional density creates more units which in turn increases affordability. A Community Benefits Agreement and term sheet ensures additional density potential is achieved. For example, the City has one project currently under review that is applying the Community Benefits. It is the City View Mixed Use Development at 1910 N. Broadway (Y23-035). The project consists of two six-story buildings with 140 residential units, and 2,500 square feet of ground floor retail space. 

Enhancement Factor 2 is achieved by the Community Benefits program because the program promotes development consistent with state planning priorities pursuant to Government Code section 65041.1. The additional density allowed in the Community Benefits program promotes equity, strengthens the economy, and uses land efficiently. This density bonus program implements the following General Plan Goals and Policies:
· Quality of Life 
Policy 2.8. - Maintain a range of high-quality housing and affordable workforce housing options. (page 2-5)
Goal 8 - Make Walnut Creek a community accessible to all. (page 2-11)
· Built Environment
Policy 3.1. - Create opportunities for mixed-use developments. (page 4-7)
Goal 14 - Create livable, well-designed, mixed-use communities. (page 4-30)
· Housing Element
Goal H-1 - To provide sufficient housing sites and encourage the availability of housing types for all economic segments of the community consistent with the infrastructure and service capacities of the City. (page 8-2)  
	E
	Resolution 21-06

General Plan

Housing Element

	Resolution 21-06 attached

General Plan:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/24827/637388110158900000 

Housing Element:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000 
	2
	2
	1
	3

	1E
	The City established objective standards and regulations to govern the development of SB 9 dwelling units and urban lot splits pursuant to the California Government Code 65852.21 and 66411.7 to establish a streamlined, ministerial process for their review and approval. The City’s SB-9 ordinance allows more thresholds for development, if the SB-9 units meet the setbacks and lot coverage, the size of the SB-9 unit can be increased. As part of the SB-9 lot split, one ADU is allowed on one of the lots in addition to the 2 units allowed on each lot. To increase land use efficiency, a 5th additional unit is achieved to go above and beyond state law. This is provided in Section 10-2.3.1505.G.1 of the Zoning Code.

In an effort to ensure public outreach and participation, the City also created an SB-9 guide that provides a shortened version of the SB-9 ordinance that is meant to be user friendly and is available for the public.
	E
	SB-9 Ordinance and Guide

Zoning Code
	SB-9 Ordinance:
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/WalnutCreek/html/pdfs/WalnutCreek10-2-iii-15.pdf 

SB-9 guide: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30931/638409917228600000

Zoning Code:
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/WalnutCreek/#!/WalnutCreek10/WalnutCreek10.html 
	2
	
	
	2

	1I
	The City adopted the Density Bonus ordinance to provide incentives for the production of housing for very low-income, low-income and moderate-income household per Govt Code sections 65915-65918 (State Density Bonus Law). For example, the FAR for primary units on a SB-9 lot split is unlimited if the structure complies with the setbacks and lot coverage requirements of the underlying zone. In addition, the FAR of the SB-9 units are more than the state required 800 sq. ft., 850 to 1,400 sq. ft. based on the lot size. The City’s current Density Bonus ordinance is undergoing a comprehensive update for state law compliance. To the extent that the City’s Density Bonus ordinance includes any provisions inconsistent with state law, the City refers to the State Density Bonus Law. The updated ordinance is scheduled for May 9, 2024 Planning Commission recommendation to Council, June 4, 2024 1st reading, and June 18, 2024 is the 2nd reading of the ordinance and effective date.    

The City adopted the Community Benefits program which provides opportunities to developers to receive additional development potential for a project in exchange for providing amenities desired by the community/city. This includes additional height, floor area ratio, and density, all of which promote greater development intensity.

Enhancement Factor 2 is achieved by the Community Benefits program because the program promotes development consistent with state planning priorities pursuant to Government Code section 65041.1. The additional height, floor area ratio, and density allowed in the Community Benefits program promotes equity, strengthens the economy, and uses land efficiently. This allows for additional housing options throughout the City which furthers fair housing by creating additional housing opportunities in high resource areas. In addition, the density bonus program and the Community Benefits Program implements the following General Plan goals/policies:
· Quality of Life 
Policy 2.8.  - Maintain a range of high-quality housing and affordable workforce. (page 2-5)
· Built Environment
Goal 2 - Encourage housing development that helps to reduce the increase in traffic congestion. (page 4-7)
Goal 3 - Encourage housing and commercial mixed-use development in selected locations that enhances pedestrian access and reduces traffic. (page 4-7)
· Housing Element
Goal H-1 - To provide sufficient housing sites and encourage the availability of housing types for all economic segments of the community consistent with the infrastructure and service capacities of the City. (page 8-2)
	P
	Density Bonus Ordinance and Application Form

Resolution 21-06

General Plan

Housing Element
	Density Bonus Ordinance: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/21568/637103740103130000 

Density Bonus Application Form:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/27657/637852822207200000 

Resolution 21-06 Attached

General Plan:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/24827/637388110158900000 

Housing Element:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000
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	1K
	The City has an Inclusionary Housing Ordinance. Due to housing cost increases for both rental and ownership housing, the City contracted with a consultant to update the residential Nexus Study in October 2015. The draft studies were completed in early 2016 and policy and fee recommendations were reviewed by Planning Commission in July 2016 and by City Council in January 2017. The policy and fee recommendations were discussed at a joint City Council/Planning Commission meeting in 2017. City staff updated the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance to reflect new State law, restoration of inclusionary rental units (after AB1505 passed), an increase to the housing in-lieu fee with annual adjustments based on construction price index, and other changes such as eliminating a tier fee system and revising the definitions to require development projects to either pay a housing in-lieu fee or provide affordable units. City Council adopted the revised Inclusionary Ordinance in November 2017, and the ordinance took effect in January 2018. 
	E
	Inclusionary Housing Ordinance
	Inclusionary Housing Ordinance: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/21566/637103640559270000 
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	2A
	Under Section 10-2.4.1210 of the Zoning Code, the Design Review Commission is authorized to delegate minor projects to the Planning Manager. The City adopted a resolution (No. 1367) delegating authority of small projects to staff. Such projects include single family custom homes and duplexes when prepared by a registered architect, condominium conversions of existing buildings, projects or additions to projects which are 500 square feet or less in size which complement or enhance the aesthetics of existing buildings on site, satellite antennas, store front remodels having only a minor effect on the aesthetics of a building, addition of store front awnings, addition of outdoor decks which do not eliminate required parking or landscaping, minor landscape revisions to approved projects when the changes are found to be of equivalent quality, landscape projects which indicate an upgrade to existing landscaping, construction of new and expanded surface parking lots with special attention given to landscaping, minor revisions to approved projects where the change does not appreciably alter the character and appearance of the project’s design, and use permit review not requiring any substantial new construction.  

The City also adopted the ADU ordinance and SB-9 ordinance to allow ADU’s and Junior Accessory Dwelling Units in areas where residential uses are allowed. The City established objective standards and regulations to govern the development of SB 9 dwelling units and urban lot splits pursuant to the California Government Code 65852.21 and 66411.7 to establish a streamlined, ministerial process for their review and approval. The City’s SB-9 ordinance allows more thresholds for development, if the SB-9 units meet the setbacks and lot coverage, the size of the SB-9 unit can be increased. As part of the SB-9 lot split, one ADU is allowed on one of the lots in addition to the 2 units allowed on each lot. To increase land use efficiency, a 5th additional unit is achieved to go above and beyond state law. This is provided in Section 10-2.3.1505.G.1 of the Zoning Code.

Enhancement Factor 7 is achieved by increasing housing allowances in all areas of the city including high resource areas. For example, the additional floor area ratio on the enhanced SB9 ordinance allows for additional housing options throughout the City which furthers fair housing by creating additional housing opportunities in high resource areas.  In addition, the density bonus program and the Community Benefits Program implements the following General Plan goals/policies:
· Built Environment
Goal 2 - Encourage housing development that helps to reduce the increase in traffic congestion. (page 4-7)
Goal 3 - Encourage housing and commercial mixed-use development in selected locations that enhances pedestrian access and reduces traffic. (page 4-7)
· Quality of Life
Policy 2.8. - Maintain a range of high-quality housing and affordable workforce housing options. (page 2-5)
· Housing Element
Goal H-1 - To provide sufficient housing sites and encourage the availability of housing types for all economic segments of the community consistent with the infrastructure and service capacities of the City. (page 8-2)
Goal H-6.1 - The City shall promote fair housing opportunities for all people regardless of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, ancestry, familial status, disability, or source of income. (page 8-27)
	E
	Resolution 1367
&
Design Review Delegation Authority 

ADU Regulations and Handbook

SB-9 Ordinance

Zoning Code

General Plan

Housing Element
	Resolution 1367 Attached

Design Review Designation Authority:  https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/WalnutCreek/#!/WalnutCreek10/WalnutCreek1002D.html#12 

ADU Regulations & Handbook Attached

SB-9 ordinance:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30931/638409917228600000 

Zoning Code:
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/WalnutCreek/#!/WalnutCreek10/WalnutCreek10.html 

General Plan:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/24827/637388110158900000 

Housing Element:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000
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	2B
	The City has accelerated housing production through the establishment of streamlined, program-level CEQA analysis and certification of specific plans with accompanying EIRs. For example, the adopted North Downtown and West Downtown Specific Plans have visions to evolve into a vibrant mixed-use district that integrates housing, retail, restaurant, and entertainment uses.   

[bookmark: Consistency_Checklist_Submittal_Requirem][bookmark: Sustainability_Action_Plan_Consistency_C][bookmark: Introduction]The adopted Locust Street/Mt.Diablo Specific Plan highlights opportunity sites for housing development. These specific plans allow housing on certain sites that would otherwise prohibit housing. Developments in these specific plans can tier off the existing EIRs that’s already completed in the plans. The specific plans are beneficial to the City at large as they create more unit capacity and more economic benefit.  
The City adopted the Greenhouse Sustainability Action Plan. This document established a streamlined review process for discretionary development projects that trigger environmental review pursuant to CEQA as CEQA requires the analysis of greenhouse gas emissions and potential climate change impacts from new development. This will allow more projects to get CEQA exemptions.  In addition, the City has established a greenhouse gas checklist that that allows for projects to be screened out for greenhouse gas impacts. 

Enhancement Factor 1 is achieved since multiple planning objectives are promoted, such as efficient land use, climate change solutions, and hazard mitigation.

	E
	EIR Resolutions 
& 
Sustainability Action Plan Checklist
	EIR for North Downtown Specific Plan:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/17131/636652639747900000 

EIR for West Downtown Specific Plan:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/20259/636904185209230000 

Monitoring Program North Downtown Specific Plan:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/21342/637057994337730000 

Locust Street/Mt Diablo Specific Plan EIR Attached

Greenhouse Gas Emission – Sustainability Action Plan Attached
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	2C
	The City has documented practice of streamlining housing development at the project level. In the past five years, the City has approved many residential projects that utilized statutory and categorical exemptions as authorized by applicable law, which has allowed for more units. For example, the following 3 projects have utilized the infill exemption:
1. 1910 Noma, which created 135 units
2. Trinity Condos, which created 12 units
3. Walnut Subdivision, which created 12 new homes 
Utilization of the infill exemption saves 6-12 months of CEQA processing time. 
	E
	A list of residential projects that were exempt from CEQA
	List attached
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	2D
	The City has a turnaround time schedule (policy) for building permits requiring plan review, that falls under 4 months. For new construction projects, the first round of review for new Single-Family Residential is 23 days, and for New Commercial (Multi-Family Residential or non-residential), the first round of review takes 26 days. Most projects go through at least two rounds of review – subsequent rechecks for new Single-Family Residential take 18 days, and new Commercial subsequent reviews take 23 days. The review period could be shorter if all comments are addressed, however this still meets the 4-month review timeframe.

There is expedited review for 100% affordable projects without charging extra review fees. The turnaround time for 100% affordable projects is 4 weeks at 1st round, 3 weeks at 2nd round, and 2 weeks at 3rd round and beyond. Therefore, the City’s review is completed within 4 months for 100% affordable projects. 

In addition, many simple permits can be approved quickly over the counter. These are ministerial approvals, and generally, these permits are issued within 5-7 business days. These include projects like a bathroom remodel, kitchen remodel, simple alterations like window replacements, and minor electrical/plumbing/mechanical work.

Enhancement Factor 1 is achieved with the City’s turnaround time schedule, as the policy promotes multiple planning objectives. Expedited review for 100% affordable housing projects and no extra review fees promotes housing affordable to Lower-Income Households. Also, turning around permits quickly promotes efficient land use. The efficient permitting process implements the following General Plan Goals/Policies:
· Housing Element
GOAL H-4 - Minimize the impact of potential governmental constraints on the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing. (page 8-19)
H-4.2 - The City shall continue to facilitate the review of development applications, encourage pre-application meetings with planning and building staff, and streamline the overall planning application and building process for all residential development. (page 8-19)
	E
	Building Permits Plan Review Turnaround Times Attached

Housing Element
	Building Permits Plan Review Turnaround Times Attached

Permits Turnaround Times:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/community-development-department/permits/turnaround-times 
 
Housing Element:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000
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	2E
	Under Section 10-2.4.1210 of the Zoning Code, the Design Review Commission is authorized to delegate minor projects to the Planning Manager. The City adopted a resolution (No. 1367) delegating authority of small projects to staff where a public hearing is not required to approve design review projects. “Small” residential projects are currently defined as up to four single-family homes or duplexes in a minor subdivision (4 or fewer lots).

The City has created a Preliminary Application for eligible housing development projects in accordance with Senate Bill (SB330). To follow State Law, a housing development project shall be subject only to the ordinances, policies, and standards adopted and in effect when a Preliminary Application was submitted.
	E
	Resolution 1367
&
Design Review Delegation Authority

SB330 Application Form

Zoning Code
	Resolution 1367 Attached

Design Review Designation Authority:  https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/WalnutCreek/#!/WalnutCreek10/WalnutCreek1002D.html#12 

SB330 Application Form Attached

Zoning Code:
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/WalnutCreek/#!/WalnutCreek10/WalnutCreek10.html
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	2F
	The City has created a Preliminary Application for eligible housing development projects in accordance with Senate Bill (SB330). To follow State Law, a housing development project shall be subject only to the ordinances, policies, and standards adopted and in effect when a Preliminary Application was submitted. Examples of projects that have utilized SB330 are:
1. Y20-052 – The 8-unit Walden Garden Townhomes located at 1394 Walden Road (Under SB330, the project was designed to meet the City’s Objective Design Standards, therefore all regulations were locked in as part of SB330). One of the units was set aside for a low-income household.
2. Y21-024 – The 13-unit Single Family Subdivision at located at 2670 Walnut Blvd. Two units were set aside for low-income households.
3. Y22-019 – The 17-unit Residences at Abigail Place Single-Family Subdivision located at 730 and 748 Minert. One of the units was set aside for a low-income household. 
Each of these projects had an affordable housing component. Facilitation of the SB330 projects ensured timely entitlements of affordable housing. 
	E
	
	SB 330 Application Form Attached
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	2G
	The City is currently undertaking a multi-pronged update to promote and streamline high-quality housing production. The City is nearing the adoption of both a Residential and Non-Residential set of Objective Design Review Standards + Guidelines; revised, objective residential and non-residential development standards, and a comprehensive overhaul of the City's entitlement process to ensure compliance with State housing laws.
The current Design Review process Manual will be updated, it outlines the process to help guide the public with the Design Review process.
There was a study session at the Planning Commission on March 28, 2024. On April 25, 2024 it will go to Planning Commission again as a recommendation to Council. On May 21, 2024 it will go to City Council for adoption, and June 4, 2024 is the 2nd reading of the ordinance and effective date.  
	P
	Website providing Design Review related information 

Resolution 1367
 
Design Review process manual
	Design Review guidelines:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/community-development-department/planning-entitlements/design-review/design-review-guidelines-update 

Resolution 1367 Attached

Design Review Process Manual Attached
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	2H
	The City currently has the 2018 Design Review addendum which has a checklist of all the Objective Design Standards for residential/multifamily development. In addition, the City is currently undertaking a multi-pronged update to promote and streamline high-quality housing production. The City is nearing the adoption of both a Residential and Non-Residential set of Objective Design Review Standards + Guidelines; revised, objective residential and non-residential development standards, and a comprehensive overhaul of the City's entitlement process to ensure compliance with State housing laws.
	E
	Design Review Addendum
&
Website providing Design Review related information 

	2018 Design Review Addendum Attached

Design Review guidelines: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/community-development-department/planning-entitlements/design-review/design-review-guidelines-update 
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	2I
	The City has a permit counter in City Hall that is open to the public for in-person customer service. Applicants can come in at any point of the permitting process and ask questions starting from their entitlement application all the way to certificate of occupancy. Front desk staff triage the questions and alert members of planning, public works, and building that are on counter duty. 
The City also just launched an online permit portal that strives to improve and streamline the permitting application process and increase communications with applicants. Applicants can easily apply for permits, track status updates, and request and confirm inspections, all on the same digital platform.
	E
	Permit Counter Appointment 
& 
Online Permit Portal Info
	Permit Counter Appointment & Online Permit Portal Info: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/community-development-department/permits/permit-counter-appointment 
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	2J
	The City has adopted a Pre-Approved ADU (PRADU) program to allow property owners the opportunity to create pre-approved ADU’s on their sites. The City prepared prototype plans (four different ADU plans) for detached ADUs in a range of sizes and styles that are sensitive to the area to be used as part of the PRADU program. With the use of PRADU, it requires electrification of pre-approved plans, meaning that no gas appliances are allowed.

Enhancement Factor 1 is achieved with PRADU and ADU since multiple planning objectives are promoted. For example, requiring electrification of PRADU promotes climates change solutions and hazard mitigation. PRADU and ADUs also promote efficient land use. The PRADU implements the following General Plan Goals/Policies:
· Housing Element
GOAL H-2 - To facilitate affordable housing opportunities, particularly for Walnut Creek workers, first-time home buyers, and lower-income renters. (page 8-6)
H-2.1 - The City shall assist in the development of extremely low-, very low-, low-, and moderate-income housing units to the extent financially feasible. (page 8-6)
GOAL H-4 - Minimize the impact of potential governmental constraints on the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing. (page 8-19)
GOAL H-7 - To encourage energy conservation and green building policies and practices in residential development. (page 8-34)
H-7.1 - The City shall encourage the incorporation of energy conservation design features in existing and future residential development. (page 8-34)
H-7.2 - The City shall continue to promote sustainable housing practices that incorporate a “whole system” approach to siting, designing and constructing housing that is integrated into the building site, consume less energy, water and other resources, and are healthier, safer, more comfortable, and durable. (page 8-34)
H-7.3 - The City shall continue to implement climate policies to reduce pollutants and greenhouse emissions, prepare for a climate resilient future, and further environmental justice in Walnut Creek. (page 8-34)
	E
	PRADU Handbook

Housing Element
	PRADU Handbook Attached

Housing Element:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000
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	2K
	The City provides a standard Application Form that is utilized for all Planning Entitlements. 
	E
	Standard Planning Form
	Standard Planning Form Attached
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	2L
	On May 2, 2023, the City launched a revamped developments project webpage which includes individual project web pages, an interactive story map, and a downloadable excel table. Projects are tracked throughout the entitlement process with one of five possible statuses. Additionally, projects are tracked by use type, including residential and mixed-uses. The development projects site goes through an internal, quarterly audit process to ensure accuracy of information. Individual project pages and information are also updated more frequently on an “as needed” basis. Depending upon the project, this can include information such as environmental compliance documents, notifications of upcoming or past public hearings, or changes to project scope.  
	E
	Administrative Action/City Website  
	Development Projects Landing Page with individual project webpages  

Major Development Projects Web Map 

Project Pipeline Table   
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	2N
	In 2023, the City formed a Development Services Team (DST) intended to provide a smooth project transition between staff and promote the streamlining of approval processes. DST members include engineering managers in Public Works, planning, housing and building managers in the Community Development Department and program managers in Economic Development. One outcome of this group that has promoted the streamlining of approval processes has been a team Ombudsman support where DST members discuss project updates (issues, Commission schedules, construction dates), and overall processes to get a project moving efficiently and effectively. The DST meets weekly to discuss issues and eliminate bottlenecks as they come up.
	E
	DST Priorities
	DST Priorities Attached
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	3B
	The City has adopted PRADU and ADU ordinances (manual) to allow property owners the opportunity to create ADU/JADU and Pre-approved ADU’s on their sites. With the use of PRADU, it requires electrification of pre-approved plans, meaning that no gas appliances are allowed. 

Enhancement Factor 1 is achieved with PRADU and ADU since multiple planning objectives are promoted. For example, requiring electrification of PRADU promotes climates change solutions and hazard mitigation. PRADU and ADUs also promote efficient land use. The PRADU implements the following General Plan goals/policies:
· Housing Element
GOAL H-2 - To facilitate affordable housing opportunities, particularly for Walnut Creek workers, first-time home buyers, and lower-income renters. (page 8-6)
H-2.1 - The City shall assist in the development of extremely low-, very low-, low-, and moderate-income housing units to the extent financially feasible. (page 8-6)
GOAL H-4 - Minimize the impact of potential governmental constraints on the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing. (page 8-19)
GOAL H-7 - To encourage energy conservation and green building policies and practices in residential development. (page 8-34)
H-7.1 - The City shall encourage the incorporation of energy conservation design features in existing and future residential development. (page 8-34)
H-7.2 - The City shall continue to promote sustainable housing practices that incorporate a “whole system” approach to siting, designing, and constructing housing that is integrated into the building site, consume less energy, water, and other resources, and are healthier, safer, more comfortable, and durable. (page 8-34)
H-7.3 - The City shall continue to implement climate policies to reduce pollutants and greenhouse emissions, prepare for a climate resilient future, and further environmental justice in Walnut Creek. (page 8-34)
	E
	PRADU and ADU manual

Housing Element
	PRADU:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/community-development-department/permits/building-permits/building-and-land-use-regulations/pradu 

ADU handbook:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30977/638415265997130000 

ADU and JADU webpage:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/community-development-department/permits/building-permits/building-and-land-use-regulations/accessory-and-junior-dwelling-units-adus-and-jadus 

Housing Element:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000
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	3E
	The City’s adopted Sustainability Action Plan supports a firm commitment to transportation infrastructure improvements and encouragement of active transportation and automobile alternatives. Such policies include publicly funded programs to expand sidewalks and protecting bike lines, the creation of on-street parking for bikes, and transit-related improvements. 

Enhancement Factor 1 is achieved by these policies as they promote multiple planning objectives like climate change solutions, efficient land use, and equity for low-income households. For example, with the expansion of the adoption and accessibility of electric vehicle modes, one such action includes promoting rebate programs and other incentives to community members and commercial entities who retire internal combustion engine vehicles and buy electric vehicles (including used), with the greatest emphasis on incentives for low-income residents.
	E
	Sustainability Action Plan
&
Rethinking Mobility
	Sustainability Action Plan: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30592/638264039182030000 *pages 56-73

Rethinking Mobility:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/25627/637437484151900000 
*pages 11, 77-78
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	4A
	Measure X is a countywide 20-year, ½ cent sales tax approved by Contra Costa County voters on November 3, 2020; collection of the tax began on April 1, 2021. On November 16, 2021, the County Board of Supervisors approved Measure X funding for a new Housing Fund. Beginning in 2023, Measure X will provide up to $12M million annually for housing and related services across Contra Costa County. The 20-year total is anticipated to be $258 million. Walnut Creek voters voted majority yes to this ballot measure.
	E
	Measure X Breakdown of Votes Cast
	https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/8750/Measure-X-Housing-Fund

The Excel Sheet Attached provides a breakdown of the votes that were cast by precincts in Contra Costa County. Walnut Creek is denoted by “WLCR.” A total of 41,282 votes were cast, with 23,432 voting yes, meaning 56.7% of Walnut Creek residents voted in favor of the ballot measure. 
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	4H
	The City has directed residual redevelopment funds to accelerate the production of 100% affordable housing. Examples of such affordable housing projects that have utilized the City’s residual redevelopment funds include: 
1. Acalanes Court located at 1988 Trinity Avenue, which created 17 total multi-family rental units. The City contributed $1,262,080 with some residual redevelopment funds. 
2. Montego Place located at 180 La Casa Via, which created 33 total senior rental units. The City contributed $1,753,000 with some residual redevelopment funds. 
3. Pleasant Creek homes, which provided 10 ownership units. The City contributed $1,050,000 total with some residual redevelopment funds. 

Enhancement Factor 1 is achieved by the City directing residual redevelopment funds to accelerate the production of affordable housing as it promotes multiple planning objectives. For example, it provides housing affordable to Lower-Income households as the projects that receive the residual redevelopment funds are 100% affordable. In addition, it promotes efficient land use.
	E
	Financial Report
&
FY 24-25 Budget Book
	The Cube Report Attached pulls from the City’s finance system (Munis) and documents the past 5 fiscal years’ actuals spent towards affordable housing.

The FY 24-FY 25 Budget Book Excerpts Attached document the financial summary showing what is budgeted for FY24 and FY25 in Housing (Fund Account 173, 174, and 175) and in Housing Successor Agency (Fund Account 177). The description of the Housing Fund and Housing Successor Agency Fund are also attached. Full Budget Book: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30951/638410794515430000

Affordable Project City Contributions (RDA = Residual Redevelopment Funds):
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/departments/housing-programs/affordable-housing-subsidies-for-developers/affordable-housing-projects 
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	4I
	The City has funding sources sufficient to facilitate and support the development of housing to Lower-Income Households. For example, the City has adopted ordinances on Commercial Linkage and Housing In-Lieu fees that are allocated for affordable housing. To increase transparency for developers, the City will provide information on these available funds during the annual outreach developer meeting held once a year, as stated in the Housing Element. 
	E
	Financial Report
&
FY 24-25 Budget Book
&
In-Lieu and Commercial Linkage Fee Ordinances
&
2023–2031 Housing Element
	The Cube Report Attached pulls from the City’s finance system (Munis) and documents the past 5 fiscal years’ actuals spent towards affordable housing.

The FY 24-FY 25 Budget Book Excerpts Attached document the financial summary showing what is budgeted for FY24 and FY25 in Housing (Fund Account 173, 174, and 175) and in Housing Successor Agency (Fund Account 177). The description of the Housing Fund and Housing Successor Agency Fund are also attached. Full Budget Book: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30951/638410794515430000

In-Lieu Fee Resolution and Commercial Linkage Fee Ordinance Attached

Housing Element: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000 
*page 8-8
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	4L
	The City works and partners with developers to create affordable housing and provides subsidies for housing affordable to Extremely Low-Income Households. Examples of such housing projects that have utilized subsidies from the City include: 
1. Arboleda located at 1550 Third Avenue. The City contributed $4,100,00 which created 13 Extremely Low-Income rental units. 
2. Riviera Family Apartments located at 1515 & 1738 Riviera Avenue. The City contributed $6,000,000 which created 9 Extremely Low-Income rental units. 
3. Villa Vasconcellos located at 1515 Geary Road. The City contributed $2,522,265 which created 26 Extremely Low-Income rental units.

Enhancement Factor 8 is achieved as the City providing subsidies to developers for housing affordable to Extremely Low-Income Households is a meaningful action toward Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) outside of those required pursuant to Government Code. The subsidies provided to the developers support AFFH in allowing more affordable units in higher resource areas. In addition, the subsidies encourage developers to add affordable housing in projects. Also, the City will continue to hold one outreach meeting per year with affordable housing developers and providers to discuss available funding sources through outreach campaigns targeting experienced developers with recent affordable housing project experience that includes units affordable to Extremely Low-Income households, as stated in the Housing Element. This ensures that housing for Extremely Low-Income households continues to be considered.
	E
	Affordable Housing Projects and City Contributions
&
2023–2031 Housing Element
	Affordable Project Unit Breakdown
(30% AMI = Extremely Low-Income):
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/departments/housing-programs/affordable-rental-housing 

Affordable Project City Contributions:
https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/government/departments/housing-programs/affordable-housing-subsidies-for-developers/affordable-housing-projects 

Housing Element: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000 
*page 8-12
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	4M
	The City will evaluate and pursue supportive rental programs for targeted groups, including seniors, persons experiencing homelessness, veterans, extremely low-income households, and persons with disabilities. The City will bring these programs to the City’s internal Housing and Community Development Committee in spring of 2025 for initial feedback and input of proposed rental support policy, and then to City Council in summer of 2025 for approval.

Enhancement Factor 8 is achieved as the City’s rental support programs will be a meaningful action toward Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) outside of those required pursuant to Government Code. The rental support programs promote equity as it will allow lower-income households to live in units in higher resource areas, particularly persons experiencing homelessness, veterans, persons with disabilities, and extremely low-income households. Also,
the City will convene and consult with community -based organizations serving special needs populations for annual or more frequent meetings to discuss and propose potential solutions regarding community housing needs. The City will foster cooperation and coordination between City and community - based organizations about services to any special needs and linguistically isolated groups. The City will combine meetings with any existing programs to cooperate with community advocates. Specific areas to be addressed will include providing information on potential sites and communicating with the development community on the City’s goal to provide quality housing affordable to lower- income households. 
	P
	2023–2031 Housing Element
	Housing Element: https://www.walnutcreekca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30890/638386749673170000 
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	38
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	55





Sample Project Proposal Scoring Sheet

Note: This is a Sample Project Proposal Scoring Sheet; an actual submission may include more specificity when an applicant completes the “Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy.”

	Category Number
	Concise Written Description of Prohousing Policy 
	Enacted or Proposed
	Documentation Type (e.g., resolution, zoning code)
	Insert Web Links to Documents or Indicate that Electronic Copies are Attached as Appendix 5
	Points
	Enhancement Category Number
	Enhancement Points
	Total Points

	1B
	Permitted missing middle housing uses by allowing duplexes and triplexes by right in existing low-density, single-family residential zones beyond what is required by SB 9.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	3
	6
	1
	4

	1C
	Sufficient sites to accommodate 131 percent of the current RHNA with rezoning by total or income category. 
	P
	Resolution
	Electronic copy attached
	2
	1
	2
	4

	1D
	Density bonus program exceeds statutory requirements by 12 percent.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	2
	
	
	2

	1F
	Eliminated parking requirements for residential development as authorized by Government Code section 65852.2.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	2
	
	
	2

	1G
	Zoning that that is designed to increase affordable housing for a range of types and for extremely low-income households.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	1
	2
	3

	1H
	Modified development standards/other applicable zoning provisions to allow for residential uses in non-residential zones (light industrial).
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	1
	2
	3

	1L
	Other zoning and land use actions that measurably support the Acceleration of Housing Production.
	P
	Resolution
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	
	
	1

	2B
	Streamlined program-level CEQA analysis and certification of general plans, community plans, specific plans with accompanying Environmental Impact Reports (EIR), and related documents.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	2
	
	
	2

	2G
	Consolidated permit processes that minimize the levels of review and approval required for projects.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	
	
	1

	2I
	Established a one-stop-shop permitting process.
	P
	Resolution
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	1
	2
	3

	2N
	Other actions that quantifiably decrease production timeframes.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	
	
	1

	3A
	Waiver of residential development impact fees.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	3
	
	
	3

	3B
	Adopted policies that result in less restrictive requirements than Government Code sections 65852.2 and 65852.22.
	P
	Resolution
	Electronic copy attached
	2
	1
	2
	4

	3E
	Measures that reduce costs for transportation-related infrastructure.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	
	
	1

	3I
	Other actions that quantifiably reduce construction or development costs.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	1
	
	
	1

	4A
	Local housing trust funds.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	2
	
	
	2

	4C
	Regular use of funding for preserving assisted units at-risk of conversion to market-rate uses.
	E
	Zoning code
	Electronic copy attached
	2
	2
	1
	3

	4E
	Establishes a program that complies with the Surplus Land Act and offers below-market land leases for affordable housing.
	E
	Zoning code
	
	2
	
	
	2

	4G
	Prioritization of local general funds for affordable housing.
	E
	Zoning code
	
	2
	
	
	2

	4M
	Other actions that leverage financial resources for housing.
	E
	Zoning code
	
	1
	
	
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	33
	
	12
	45


	
	
	




	
	
	



Appendix 4: Examples of Prohousing Policies with Enhancement Factors

If a Prohousing Policy incorporates any of the enhancement factors specified in the Project Proposal Enhancement Factors chart, it will receive extra points as indicated therein. Examples of such qualifying Prohousing Policies include the following:

Category 1: Favorable Zoning and Land Use

· Rezoning sufficient sites to accommodate 150 percent or greater of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation by total or income category, including sites in Location Efficient Communities.
· [bookmark: _Hlk67478690]Rezoning sufficient sites to accommodate 150 percent or greater of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation by total or income category, including sites in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Rezoning to accommodate 125 to 149 percent of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation in downtown commercial corridors or other infill locations.
· Expanding density bonus programs to exceed statutory requirements by 10 percent or more in Location Efficient Communities.
· Reducing or eliminating parking requirements for residential development as authorized by Government Code section 65852.2 in Location Efficient Communities.
· Increasing allowable density in low-density, single-family residential areas beyond the requirements of state Accessory Dwelling Unit Law in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Modification of development standards and other applicable zoning provisions to promote greater development intensity in downtown commercial corridors or other infill locations.
· Coupling rezoning actions with policies that go beyond state law requirements in reducing displacement of lower-income households and conserving existing housing stock that is affordable to lower-income households.

Category 2: Acceleration of Housing Production Timeframes

· Ministerial approval processes for multifamily housing in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Streamlined, program-level CEQA analysis and certification of specific plans in Location Efficient Communities.
· Documented practice of streamlining housing development at the project level in downtown commercial corridors and other infill locations.
· Expedited permit processing for housing affordable to lower-income households in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).

Category 3: Reduction of Construction and Development Costs

· Fee waivers for affordable housing in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Fee waivers or reductions for higher density housing in downtown commercial corridors or other infill locations.
· Measures that reduce costs and leverage financial resources for transportation-related infrastructure or programs in Low Resource and High Segregation & Poverty areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Adoption of universal design ordinances to increase housing choices and affordability for persons with disabilities in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Permitting innovative housing types, such as manufactured homes, recreational vehicles or park models, in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).

Category 4: Providing Financial Subsidies

· Targeting local housing trust funds to acquisition or rehabilitation of existing affordable units, or to affordable units at risk of converting to market rate uses, in Low Resource and High Segregation & Poverty areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Marketing grants and other financial products for ADUs/JADUs in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Utilizing publicly owned land for affordable housing in High Resource and Highest Resource areas (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Establishment of an Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District or similar local financing tool in a Low Resource or High Segregation & Poverty area (as designated in the most recently updated TCAC/HCD Opportunity Maps).
· Directing residual redevelopment funds or general funds to conservation or preservation of affordable housing in areas at high risk of displacement.















[bookmark: _Hlk65916403]Appendix 5: Additional Information and Supporting Documentation

Please see Attachment 1 Exhibit A.
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